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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed February 1 1 , 2004 fails to comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because the documents listed 
under "Other Documents" do not match submitted copies of patent abstract documents 
(i.e. no matching dates nor document numbers between list and copies). It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of 
any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, 
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See 
MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 12, line 1, 
recites "one of Claims 10", which appears to be incorrect, given there are no plural 
claims other than claim 10. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 , line 5, "the mains" have no antecedent basis and is indefinite as being 
incomplete in description. 

6. Claim 10, line 6, "the aperture angle" has no antecedent basis. 

7. Claims 2-9 and 11-13 are indefinite for depending on indefinite claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by JONES (US 6,107,941). 

10. JONES discloses an apparatus (20) having a light (56) for illumination of a sign 
(44 figs. 1-4), with the light (56) being part of a unit (22) which can be attached 
permanently to the existing sign (44), and with the apparatus (20) having a power 
supply (50, fig. 8) which is independent of the mains; with the power supply (50) being 
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contained in the unit (22); with solar cells (52) and rechargeable batteries (50) being 
provided in order to absorb and store the necessary electrical energy (col. 5, lines 30- 
32); with the solar cells (52) being arranged adjustably (col. 5, lines 34-36); with the unit 
(22) being roughly L-shaped (22 with 88 in fig. 10); furthermore having light sensors (60) 
for controlling the illumination of the sign (col.5, lines 50-54); with the apparatus (20) 
also having an illumination (light 70) that includes illumination of a surrounding area 
(lighted path of exit of vehicle, see col. 10, lines 45-49) which inherently includes a path 
for vehicle or person, in addition to the illumination (56) of the sign, with at least a 
capability (72) of adjusting direction of light (col.6, lines 15-17); furthermore having an 
adjustable time circuit (58) for switching the surrounding area illumination (70) on and 
off (col. 10, lines 33-45). 

1 1 . Claims 1,2,5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by TSAO et al (US 6,031 ,468). 

12. TSAO discloses an apparatus (10) having a light (26) for illumination of a sign 
(12), with the light (26) being part of a unit (10, fig.2C) which can be attached 
permanently to the existing sign (12), and with the apparatus (10) having a power 
supply (25) which is independent of the mains; with the power supply (25) being 
contained in the unit (18,fig.2C, col.4, lines 8-10); with at least one LED light (26, col.4, 
lines 1-2) which is fitted to the sign (12) being provided in order to illuminate the sign; 
with the unit (10, 14) being L-shaped (figs.2A-2C) (col.2, lines 56-61); furthermore 
having light sensors (84) for controlling the illumination of the sign; furthermore having 
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at least an adjustable time circuit (82) (col.4 line 53 to col.5 line 3) for switching the 
illumination of the sign on and off. 

13. Claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
CINOTTA et al (US 3,786,245). 

14. CINCOTTA discloses an apparatus (10) having a light (68, 74) for illumination of 
a sign (18), with the light (68, 74) being part of a unit (10, fig.3) which can be attached 
permanently to the existing sign (18), and with the apparatus (10) having a power 
supply (80) which is independent of the mains; with the power supply (80) being 
contained in the unit (fig.3); also having attachment elements (20,22, col.3, lines 23-25) 
for attachment to a frame (12) which surrounds the sign to be illuminated (18); with the 
unit (10) being L-shaped (16 with 22, fig.3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 5. Claims 1 1 and 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

16. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior art of record suggests LED spotlights providing surrounding 
area illumination and light sensors controlling the surrounding area illumination in 
combination with a light for illumination of a sign and a power supply independent of the 
mains. 
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Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. WILTON (US 5,91 1 ,524) shows a light house unit (10) that 
includes a light (18) that illuminates the front sign (13,14) and another light (16) that 
directs light through transparent walls (1 1 ,12) to illuminate the area around a building's 
entrance (col.2, lines 57-67) and the lights (16,18) being selectively activated by motion 
detector (15) and photo cell switch (17). WATSON (US 6,604,840) shows a unitary 
lighting apparatus or frame unit (10,12) fastened to a sign (8), that unit including plural 
LEDs (50,52), an internal battery (44) rechargeable by an external solar panel (60) on 
the frame (12) and operation regulated by a photoelectric light sensor (70). PRIVAS et 
al (US 6,390,648) shows lighting unit attachable to a sign or picture display that includes 
EL type light sources (fig. 17), batteries, and motion or proximity sensor that activates 
the light sources upon sensing approach person. LOGAN et al (US 5,797,673) show a 
sign illumination that includes emergency lights (26) that illuminate the sign and 
lampheads (13) that illuminate the surrounding area that receive power from a battery 
(162) independent of the main power supply upon failure of main power supply. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Primary Examiner 
ArtTUnit 2875 

September 27, 2005 
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